MINUTES

Grand Rapids Area Chamber

Area Business Committee

Feb. 23rd 2011
 

Members Present:  Paula Frings, David Heber, Jason Janesich, Cheryl Lemler, John Weber, Craig Bender, Jim Lemke
Chamber Staff:  Kerry Larsen & Bud Stone

Guest:  Jeff Davies – Public Works
 

Feb. 2011 Minutes:

Jason Janesich called for a motion to approve the Feb. 2011 ABC meeting minutes. Cheryl Lemler made a motion to approve the November 2010 minutes; Craig Bender seconded; Motion carried.

 

Action: No further action needed. 

  

Guest Speaker – Jeff Davies/Public Works:

Jeff Davies visited with the committee and updated them on Public Works. Public Works provides a number of important services to the citizens of Grand Rapids.  During the winter, crews are responsible for plowing snow on city streets as well as maintaining the city's outdoor hockey and ice skating rinks.  Street maintenance projects take up the majority of the Department's time during the summer. Jeff Davies talked about the snow and ice control. Jeff also cleared up a lot of misconceptions regarding the magnesium chloride used on the roads. The committee did talk about the pot holes on highway 169 as well. 

ACTION: No further action is needed.
Attendance at meetings: 

Kerry gave Jason, Len, Craig and Jim a list of committee members to call and see why they are not coming to the meetings. The committee is hoping that by making these calls more people will attend the Area Business Committee meetings. All members felt the calls went well. 
ACTION: No further action is needed. 
Speakers for 2011:

The committee members scheduled speakers for 2011. The committee decided to have March – Shannon Benolken to talk about the Governors Fishing BBQ & April Paula Frings/Maven Perspectives talking about her customer service classes that she will be offering. The committee will discuss who they would like to come and talk at the May & June committee meetings. July – Tom Pagel will be attending. Bud will send an email out to the members reminding them that the Governors Opening Fishing BBQ for 2011 will be held instead of the Opening Fishing BBQ that the Area Business Committee holds each year at central school. 

ACTION: Speakers will be discussed at the next meeting. Bud will send an email out reminding members of the change for 2011 regarding Opening Fishing BBQ’s.
Krazy Dayz:  

The committee discussed how we could increase participation for the event. After a brief discussion the committee decided to bring it to the table again at the March meeting discussing an action plan to increase participation. One idea brought to the table was to call businesses personally and ask them to participate, combining another event with Krazy Dayz (example: Mac Rostie Art Fair). 
Action: No further action is needed. 
Next meeting: The next meeting will be March 31st 2011 at 8:00 a.m. – Chamber Conference Room. 
 

Minutes Submitted by Kerry Larsen - Membership & Tourism Coordinator
