
This spring myself and
the Chamber's WFD coordi-
nator, Paula Frings, made a
CEO's in the Schools, WFD
presentation to the Cloquet
Chamber of Commerce. Clo-
quet would be the first NE
MN Regional Chamber to
replicate the Grand Rapids
Area Chamber CEO Pro-
gram. Winona, MN is
already engaged in this proj-
ect and is using material
that we created with our
WFD initiative. Plans are
also being formed to roll this
program out to more schools
in NE MN, in Partnership
with the Applied Leaning

Institute.
*We were also able to put

together two special lunch-
eons last month. One was
with Governor Tim Pawlen-
ty and the other was with
MN Commissioner of Educa-
tion, Alice Seagren. About
140 Chamber Members and
guests attended theses two
events. 

*A two year grant from
the Blandin Foundation to
Depot Commons was also
received to support an Itasca
Area Branding Grant Manag-
er to work with local busi-
nesses and organizations to
identify opportunities to
promote the new Brand and
the Itasca Area.  A Branding
roll out forum is being
planned for later in May. 

*Also an important rec-
ommendation from the
Lessard Outdoor Heritage
Council to allocate about
$40 Million dollars over the
next two years to fund the
Upper Mississippi Forest
Conservation Easement Pro-
ject.  Additional funds com-
mitted bring the total to $49
Million dollars, $7 Million of
which is a special grant from
the Blandin Foundation.
This Conservation Easement
is intended to protect about
180,000 acres of working
forest land from fragmenta-
tion and would guarantee

public access and a timber
harvesting plan. Once the
recommendation is made
from the Lessard Outdoor
Heritage Council, the legisla-
ture will make the final deci-
sion as to allocations.  Other
legislative challenges that
we are working on include
moving the Canisteo Mine
Pit issue forward,  opposing
a bill that would restrict
non-ferrous mining in Min-
nesota, the reconstruction of
Highway 169 East, the
reduction of Local Govern-
ment Aid and the Post Labor
Day School Start issue. 

*A couple of up-coming
events that you will want to
participate in are the annual
Fishing Opener Community
BBQ that is sponsored by the
Chamber's Area Business
Committee, the First Annual
Grand Rapids Area Chamber
Pokegama Lake Walleye
Classic and the Chambers
Annual Golf Outing and Fun
Day.  Watch your e-mails for
dates and times and details. 

*Finally, we all need to
remember to make sure that
we are re-investing in our
business community. Cham-
ber Member Businesses are
the Right Place for ALL of us
to do business.

Bud

VOICE OF BUSINESS
GRAND RAPIDS AREA        CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Th
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May 2009 Chamber Events 

May 4th 2009 luncheon speaker:

May 4th  2009 luncheon sponsor:

May 27th 2009 Breakfast 
Connection sponsor:
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Madhu Vuppuluri 
President & CEO
Essar Americas

*RESERVATIONS ARE NOW REQUIRED!*

Luncheon date:  June 1st 2009
Speaker:  Lake Country Power
Sponsor: Diamond Willow
Reservations needed by May 29th 2009 
– 12:00 noon

Luncheon date:  NO JULY LUNCHEON
Speaker:  N/A
Sponsor: N/A 

Luncheon date:  August 3rd 2009
Speaker:  Better Business Bureau
Sponsor: United Way 
Reservations needed by July 31st 2009 –
12:00 noon

Upcoming Chamber Luncheons
RESERVATIONS ARE NOW REQUIRED 

Reservations must be given to Renee Thompson
by the Friday before the luncheons by 12:00

noon either by email renee@grandmn.com or
218-326-6619 – NO later!

Held at the Sawmill 11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Chisholm-Hibbing Airport
Authority (CHAA)

Custom Medical Equipment
LLC

BRING TWO DOLLARS AND A BUSINESS CARD if you want to 
participate in “Split the pot”. 

If not just bring yourself and your business cards!

June 24th Breakfast Connection host : Rapid Fuel – Watch for details!

Bud Stone - President -
The Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Commerce

Madhu Vuppuluri has
been with Essar Group since
1994 as a member of the
senior management team.

At present he heads Essar's
business interests in the
Americas.

Over the last several
years, Madhu has been
instrumental in building
Essar's presence in the
Americas in the BPO and
Steel sectors. Amongst
notable acquisitions to his
credit are - Aegis Inc., a BPO
company with over 4000
employees in the US and
Central America; Algoma
Steel Inc.(now Essar Steel
Algoma), a $1.6 billion
Canadian TSX listed steel
mill; and the iron ore
resource-rich Minnesota
Steel LLC (now Essar Steel
Minnesota LLC) in  Nash-
wauk, MN . He also led the
business development initia-
tive for setting up 2 MPTA
capacity HRC Steel plants in
natural gas-endowed Point
Lisas, Trinidad. Madhu also

successfully closed several
project- and acquisition-
related, multi-billion dollar
financings for Essar. Madhu
has over two decades of
leadership experience in
finance strategy and plan-
ning functions in manufac-
turing & service industries.
Madhu holds an MBA
degree from Columbia Uni-
versity, New York, a Masters
in Financial Management
from Bajaj Institute of Man-
agement, Mumbai and a
degree in Law from Hyder-
abad, India. He serves on
the Boards of Essar Steel
Algoma Inc, Essar Minneso-
ta Steel LLC, Essar Steel
Caribbean Ltd and Aegis
Inc. He works out of the
NYC Corporate Office of
Essar Group and currently
resides in New York City
with his wife and two
daughters.

Please join us at 11:45 a.m. at the Sawmill Inn. The cost is $11.00 at the door and
RESERVATIONS are required. Please call Renee at 218-326-6619 or

renee@grandmn.com no later then May 1st 12:00 noon.

The Chisholm-Hibbing
Airport Authority (CHAA)
oversees the operations of
the Chisholm-Hibbing Air-
port (HIB).  The six member
Board of Directors is com-
prised of three appointed
individuals from the City of
Chisholm and three appoint-
ed individuals from the City
of Hibbing.  The Airport pro-
vides daily commercial air-
line flights to Minnesota's
Iron Range Region.  The Air-
port public parking can sup-
port 150 vehicles with no
parking fee regardless if
your stay is a few minutes or
several days.  The CHAA
also owns and operates the
Hibbing Fueling Facility
which offers full service sup-

port for commercial, govern-
ment and general aviation
aircraft services.  The CHAA
mission statement is to pro-
vide superior aviation facili-

ties and services to support
the economic stability and
development of the sur-
rounding communities.

We specialize in fitting
custom seating systems and
all rehab equipment to meet
your personalized needs.
We provide fast, friendly
evaluations and service in
your home or in our office.
Our office is equipped with
an equipment fitting room
for your privacy. We have
the experience to make the
right recommendations for
your specific needs. Travis
Czerny, our ATS, is certified

to fit patients to custom
wheelchairs. Travis has 12
years experience in the
durable medical equipment
business. We cover most of
Northern Minnesota. We
can help with providing dif-

ferent equipment you may
need. Visit www.cus-
tommedicalequipment.com
for a description of our busi-
ness and for more details. 

9 Willow Lane
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

A Busy Spring for the Chamber

Madhu Vuppuluri

OPENING FISHING BBQ will be May 8th 2009
4 – 7 p.m. 

Central School grounds

Prizes, WDIO, Music, Vendors, Food & 
much much more……………..

MORE DETAILS ON PAGE  5d!

Mark your calendars
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April
Customer Service 
Award Winner -

Gary Wiener  
Latvala Lumber

May 2009 Business Spotlight Recipient:

Congratulations for your 
excellent customer service!

www.grandmn.com

Bobbie Kleffman - Chamber Workforce Committee
and Gary Wierner

Gemini Sport Marketing 

Gemini Sport Marketing,
the go-to source of tourna-
ment wear for leading pro-
fessional bowlers & anglers.
Gemini Sport Marketing is
excited to introduce G@ XDS
Series, a new line of high
tech tournament shirts
designed to keep bowlers &
anglers cool in the heat of
competition.

"Our embroidered mar-
quee shirts have long been
the gold standard in apparel
for tournament pros" stated
Brad Raymond, Vice Presi-
dent of Gemini Sport Market-
ing. " But now we have a
line of tournament shirts
designed with the bowlers
comfort in mind that aren't
only affordable, but are

unparalleled in performance,
good looks, and be com-
pletely customized." The G2
XDS Series of tournament
apparel combines cutting
edge performance apparel,
sublimation printing and
Gemini's expertise in made-
to-order tournament wear.
Gemini Sport Marketing
starts with high perform-
ance, apply graphics using
sublimation, have a library
of logo's from nearly every
sponsor and the price is
right.  To see a sample of
shirts produced and to place
an order visit www.geminis-

portmarketing.com
Gemini Sport was found-

ed in 1985 by MArty & Scott
Glorvigen. For decades Gem-
ini Sport has provided tour-
nament wear, produced
Pro's Pointers television pro-
gram and created unique
tools for sportsmen of all
kinds. For additional infor-
mation on Intera, visit
www.interaCorp.com .Call
or stop by, Gemini Sport
Marketing is located on 29
County Road 63,Grand
Rapids, MN 55744, 218-326-
6644/888-604-6644 (toll
free)/218-326-4648 (fax).

My Lake Home Bed and Breakfast is located in
north central Minnesota on beautiful Dixon Lake
which is 85% undeveloped. You just can't get more
peaceful than this! Nestled peacefully in 1.5 mil-
lion acres of the Chippewa National Forest. A
beautiful setting with lake side amenities, daily
wine and cheese and a hearty sumptuous break-
fast. We are Lyle & Kathryn and we would love to
share our very special home and area of the
Chippewa with you in style. What ever your needs
are we will do our best to accommodate you. We
have been in the hospitality business for over a
decade and  between the two of us have been in
the area over 60 years. We are both avid sports-
men, cross country skiers, artists and lovers of this
area. We designed and built this home together
and added many green features. For more infor-
mation call: Kathryn & Lyle Wallentine at 218-659-
4797 or stop and visit us at 50917 East Dixon Lake
Rd., Squaw Lake, MN 56681 or visit our website at
www.mylakeome.com .

As a child growing up in
the Minneapolis suburbs I
learned about the North
Woods from my father.
Born into a poor family in a
small Nebraska town, my
Dad's ticket to the big world
came from the Navy ROTC.
When the Korean War ended

he came to Minnesota to
enroll in graduate school.  A
child of the prairie, my
father's first experience with
Minnesota's north country
came when a University
buddy invited him on a
canoe trip.  They drove up to
Ely, down the Fernberg Trail
to Lake One and on into
Lake Insula.   The experi-
ence changed him forever.
Soon he had bought us a
canoe and trips to the BWCA
became a beloved family rit-
ual.  Around the campfire at
night my Dad would read to
us aloud from Sigurd Olson's
Singing Wilderness and Lis-
tening Point.  

Some years later he and
my Mom bought 80 acres of
woods and a modest "deer
shack" in Cass County.
Long a devoted birder and
fisherman, my Dad now also
became a tree lover.  He got
a forest management plan
for his land.  Every winter

he'd order seedlings.  We'd
plant them in the spring and
bud cap them in the fall to
protect them from the deer.
Now his second growth for-
est of balsam and poplar is
intermixed with young pine
stands, the kind of trees that
grew there before the "Big
Cut."  My Dad will turn 80
this year, but he's still plant-
ing trees.  It's his gift to the
future. 

The good news for Min-
nesotans and especially for
future Minnesotans is that
there are a lot of people like
my Dad taking care of their
woods.  Minnesota's Depart-
ment of Natural Resources'
Forest Stewardship Program
has written management
plans for over 10,000 family
forest landowners, affecting
1.5 million acres.  The Pro-
gram is now in the process
of updating its five-year
plan, due to be unveiled in
July.  The plan provides

technical advice and long
range planning guidance to
forestland owners, including
new information about
emerging opportunities for
family forest stewardship in
the state.  It endorses a goal
set by Blandin Foundation's
Vital Forests/Vital Commu-
nities Initiative to bring an
additional million acres of
family forest lands under
stewardship by 2015.  The
plan revision process is
being facilitated by Dovetail
Partners with support from
Blandin Foundation. 

There will be opportuni-
ties for stakeholder review
before the plan is finalized.
Those with questions about
the project can contact
Andrew Arends, Cooperative
Forest Management supervi-
sor for the DNR Division of
Forestry at 651/259-5261.

Bernadine Joselyn

How I learned about the North Woods

I was delighted when
Kerry from the Chamber
asked me if I would be inter-
ested in submitting a brief
article on why we became
members of the Grand
Rapids Chamber of Com-
merce.

North Star Publishing
Printing & Design has been a
proud member of the Cham-
ber since 2004. Since then
we have had the opportuni-
ty to develop some great
working and personal rela-
tionships within the com-
munity. One of the many
advantages to belonging to
the chamber is having the
opportunity, such as this
one, to reach out to so many
business owners. The Grand
Rapids Area Chamber staff
work hard at communicat-
ing with their members,
keeping us all well informed
of upcoming events and
opportunities to help pro-
mote our businesses.

We are quite impressed
with the commitment the
Chamber has shown to their
members. Providing services
to so many clients in such a

broad area has given North
Star the opportunity to
become chamber members
in many communities. The
Grand Rapids Chamber
stands out in their efforts by
not only efficiently commu-
nicating with its members
but also by offering a variety
of options to effectively mar-
ket your business or services
in the area.

North Star Publishing has
been in business for more
than 30 years. Our goal is to
provide a quality product
with an emphasis on cus-
tomer satisfaction. We are

dedicated to your success
and will do everything pos-
sible to exceed your expecta-
tions.

Our company continues
to grow and improve its
services to meet the needs of
our clients, but one thing
will always remain the same
and that is our dedication to
customer service. We pro-
vide an array of products,
such as: graphic design,
web/media design, 1-, 2-
and 4-color printing of all
sizes and quantities from
business cards to catalogs,
labels of all shapes and

materials and mailing serv-
ices with variable data
options. Whatever your mar-
keting needs are no job is
too small or too large for us.

Our most recent addition
is a Xerox DocuColor digital
printer capable of offering
short-run, on-demand, color
printing at an affordable
price. Digital printing has
made it possible to produce
high-quality, color printing
without the time and
expense of plates, negatives
or clean-up. In addition to
cost savings, we can now
offer new options including
color variable data for your
customized brochures or
mailings for each of your
customers. We look forward
to exploring these new
options with you and are
proud to continue to offer
top quality printing to our
clients.

To learn more about our
products and services please
call 888-331-1033 and ask for
Christina or visit us on the
web at www.nspub-
ifalls.com.

Why we are a member by 
North Star Publishing Printing & Design

Bernandine Joselyn

Ribbon
Cuttings

Pictured from left to right are a few of L&M Sup-
ply's long-term dedicated employees: Glenn
Laplant, Eric Porterfield, Mike Mesia, Larry Kirkeby,
Mike King, Pat Tryboyevich, Paul Dezelske, and
Nancy Caverly. L&M Fleet Supply is proud to be
celebrating our 50th Anniversary in 2009 in our
newly expanded retail facility on South 169 in
Grand Rapids. We would like to thank the entire
community for supporting L&M Fleet Supply over
the last 50 years! Chamber Ambassadors: Megan
Keller, June Johnson & Shane Skelly
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June 20th, 2009, 100 teams will take to Pokegama Lake in one of 
Minnesota’s largest Walleye Tournaments. 

Paul Bunyan Telephone is excited to bring you the 

1st Annual Grand Rapids Area 
Chamber Pokegama Lake Walleye Classic. 

The Grand Rapids Area Chamber Young Professionals are proud to
be a part of the upcoming Pokegama Lake Walleye Classic. Young Pro-

fessionals committee members will soon be visiting local Chamber 
Member Businesses interested in marketing to a large group of

anglers and families who are traveling to the Grand Rapids Area to
attend this upcoming event.  

The day before the event, anglers will receive a bag that contains a
map of the area, membership directory, hat and a special Chamber

Member Businesses discount flyer, which is one of your opportunities
for marketing during the Walleye Classic.

This flyer will have limited space available for discounts and offer-
ings. Your logo (if you send it to us) and business location will be dis-

played along with your offer. Those businesses that participate will
gain first right of refusal for next year’s event. There is no charge for

participating. A participation form is included with this communication
that you can fill out and send back to us by e-mail.  A sample offering
might be, “20% discount on purchases over $20.00” or a “buy one, get

one free”.  
What ever works for your business. 

The other opportunity for you to promote your business
using this event is putting your link on the Walleye Classic website.

We need as much internet exposure as possible to promote this event
so we are asking you to put the Walleye Classic weblink (see below)

on your website right away.  In exchange, we will add your link on the
Walleye Classic website. When you have completed adding the Walleye

Classic link to your site, just let me know by e-mail,
bud@grandmn.com.  Make sure that you include your web link

address so we can get it on the 
Walleye Classic site right away.

As stated previously, The Grand Rapids Area Young Professionals
will be contacting businesses to take part in this marketing promotion.
If you would like more information or would like to reserve your space
by filling out the participation form (other attachment), please reply to

this email and I’ll make sure that a Young Professional committee
member contacts you.  

This opportunity is only available to Grand Rapids Area Chamber 
member businesses.

For complete information regarding the 1st Annual GR Area Cham-
ber Pokegama Lake Walleye Classic, log on to 

http://www.grandrapidschamberwalleyeclassic.com/index.html

Sponsored By:

“The Right Place To Do Business!”“The Right Place To Do Business!”

www.grandmn.com

MEMBER 2009

No 
Charge 

Promotional
Opportunity

1st Annual Grand
Rapids Area 

Chamber
Pokegama Lake
Walleye Classic



2009 - Board of Directors
Chair of the Board
Margie Ritter SMR Software, Inc.
Vice Chair
Jake Goering Individual Member
Treasurer
Amy Trast American Bank
Past Chair
Sherry Frick Minuteman Press
Visit Grand Rapids
David Marty Reif Arts Center
One Year Term
June Johnson Northern Business Products
Brandon Sharp Wal-Mart
Mike Iaizzo KOZY/KMFY
Sholom Blake Sholom Blake, CPA
Peggy Schagh US Bank
Two Year Term
Gary McInerney  RE/MAX
Cheryl Lemler Up North Kettle Corn
Jane Bymark  Itasca Economic Development Corp.
Greg Chandler UPM/Blandin
Three Year Term
Megan Christiansen Northern MN Builders
Lisa Randall Northway Group
Dave Leveille Minnesota Power
Kim Jamtgaard Wildwood Resort
Chad Simons Rutgers Sugar Lake Lodge

OFFER A CHAMBER MEMBER TO MEMBER SPECIAL
This is a opportunity for Chamber Members to offer a spe-
cial deal to other Chamber Members. You can use the
Chamber e-mail system to reach over 600 potential cus-
tomers. Only one MEMBER TO MEMBER special is avail-
able each week. That’s only 52 a year! Now that is spe-
cial! It’s a perfect way to put your business in front of
your most wanted customers and it offers special treat-
ment to members of your own organization. Renee
Thompson or Kerry Larsen at 218-326-6619 or
renee@grandmn.com or kerry@grandmn.com. 
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Staff
Bud Stone  President

Renee Thompson  Administrative Assistant
& Finance Coordinator

Kerry Larsen  Membership & Tourism Coordinator
Ruth Gildersleeve 

Chamber Information Center Coordinator
Nira Beddoe

Chamber Information Center Coordinator

Now more than ever it's
essential to stay connected,
remain proactive and seek
creative solutions to help
keep your business afloat.
And with a network of over
550 Grand Rapids Area
chamber businesses, there's
no better place to start than
the Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Not only are we second
to none when it comes to
arranging formal and infor-

mal networking events - reg-
ularly attracting high profile
speakers and creating a buzz
in the business community -
we also understand the
importance of adding value
to your membership and tai-
loring our services to fit your
needs.

But you won't find us
resting or allowing for com-
placency - we appreciate
that the economic turmoil is
having a very real and tangi-
ble effect on most, if not all,
of our members, and so to
help you through the down-
turn, we are pulling together
to bust through this reces-
sion.

So don't just sit back and
unfold - get engaged with
the Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Commerce and
make the most of the oppor-
tunities that a changing eco-
nomic climate, however
gloomy it seems just now,
can offer.

Join the Grand Rapids
Area Chamber of Commerce
today! Call 218-326-6619 or
email Kerry Larsen at
kerry@grandmn.com

Engage Yourself with
the Grand Rapids
Area Chamber

Kerry Larsen
The Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Commerce

Commercial
Residential

Construction
Industrial
Recycling

Demolition

Complete waste 
collection services

Call today for a 
FREE estimate.

328-6212
GRH09067411

TINA KANE
Multi Million

Dollar Producer

Residential & Lakeshore Specialist, 
Native to the Area with a licensed fulltime
assistant to help meet all clients needs.

812 Pokegama Ave. S., Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Northwoods Realty
218-326-3455 ext. 20

GRH09071909

Charlotte McDermott
Broker® , CRS, G.R.I.

Please visit my website: www.charlottemcdermott.com
An independently owned and operated member of the 
Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

DDeessiiggnnaattiioonnss  ooff  aa  TTrruuee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall!!
••  CCeerrttiiffiieedd  RReessiiddeennttiiaall  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
••  GGrraadduuaattee  ooff  RReeaallttoorr  IInnssttiittuuttee

608 South Pokegama Avenue,
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

(218) 259-9696
(800) 784-7269

charlotte@prudentiallakesrealty.com G
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(218) 999-1234

(888) 586-3100

www.paulbunyan.net

Local & Long Distance

Telephone Services

Digital Television

High-Speed Internet

THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY FROM ONE RELIABLE SOURCE
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