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The Voice of Business for JanuaryThe Voice of Business for January
January 10, 2022 Luncheon

This month’s winner 

 Customer Service Award 
Amanda Kriesel From McDonalds 

U.S. and Minnesota Economic Outlook: 
Prospects for Growth in 2022 and Beyond

Charlie Dougherty is a vice president and economist with Wells Fargo’s 
Corporate and Investment Bank. Based in Charlotte,  N.C., he covers the 
U.S. economy with a focus on commercial  real estate, housing, construc-
tion and regional sectors of the economy Inflation, supply chain disloca-
tions and labor shortages have recently arisen as major economic head-
winds as the world looks to move past the pandemic. This presentation 
will provide insights on how these challenges are expected to resolve. 
The event will also include a discussion on potential changes to tax, fiscal 
and monetary policy as well as prospects for overall economic growth in 
the United States and Minnesota in the years ahead.

This month’s Customer Service Award winner: Amanda Kriesel 
from Grand Rapids McDonald’s. Congratulations on your great cus-
tomer service. Amanda is an asset to our Community. Amanda was 
nominated for going above and beyond for her guest! Amanda was 
joined by her sweet Grand Parents.  If you would like to nominate 
someone for this honor please email Kerry@grandmn.com 

Pictured: Amanda Kriesel from McDonald’s and LeAnn Hardy from City Limits 
Storge/ Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce 

Wells Fargo & Company is a diversified, community-based fi-
nancial services company. Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy our cus-
tomers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially. Founded 
in 1852, Wells Fargo provides banking, investment and mortgage 
products and services, as well as consumer and commercial finance, 
through 7,300 locations, more than 13,000 ATMs, the internet (wells-
fargo.com) and mobile banking. 

Please join us
at 11:30 a.m.
at the Timberlake 
Lodge Hotel
 11:30 a.m.
Networking,
12:00 Noon
Luncheon
starts.
The cost is
$15.00 for
 chamber
members or
$20.00 for 
nonmembers 
at the door and
RESERVATIONS
are required.
Please call
218- 326-6619
or email 
nicole@grandmn.
com no later
than noon on
January 4, 2022

Charles  Dougherty
Vice President, Economist
Wells Fargo Corporate and Investment  

 Banking 
Wells Fargo & Company
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President &CEO: Mark Rudolph

Membership & Tourism Coordinator: Kerry Larsen

Administrative Asst & Finance Coordinator: Nicole Franzone 

Information Center Coordinator: Stacia Rom

www.grandmn.com     

Great reasons to join your Chamber of Commerce in 2022
Business owners are always looking for new opportunities to network and meet other small business owners and expand their business net-
work. One great way to do this is to become a member of your Chamber of Commerce! Many small businesses increase their business expo-

sure and grow revenues through involvement in the Chamber.  Here are some great reasons to join your local Chamber of Commerce:

Make business contacts:
The chamber initiates numerous monthly business-to-business opportunities 
for networking and connecting with other business professionals.   Acquire customer referrals

Every day, your local chamber receives calls from individuals and
 businesses looking for referrals of  Chamber businesses

Bring credibility to your business:
You increase the positive perception among consumers and business 
owners when you’re identified as a member of a chamber of commerce. Increase your visibility in the community

As a member of the chamber of commerce, you will be listed on the website, 
and will have the opportunity to be highlighted in other chamber publications.

 You also can grow your business by advertising with the chamber and sponsoring events. 
The chamber may also promote your grand opening/ ribbon-cutting ceremonies.

Networking opportunities:
Chambers have numerous committees and serving on one of them 
provides additional networking opportunities as well as professional leadership development.   Gain a voice in government

Chambers of Commerce take on the tough issues and may 
oppose new regulations, taxes, assessments and costs that will negatively impact

 small businesses.  While you may not personally have the time to get involved,
 the Chamber will use its resources for the betterment of small business owners.

There are many Chambers of Commerce that exist on both the local and regional levels, and you should determine if it would be more 
advantageous to join your local chamber or regional chamber commerce, or both depending on your business size and scope.

Call Kerry Larsen – Membership & Tourism Coordinator  at 326- 6619 / Kerry@grandmn.com if you want join the Chamber or have any questions.
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This Month’s Business Spotlight Recipient:

Twelve times per 
year, a Chamber 
Members Business in 
good standing, will 
be randomly drawn 
from the Chamber 
Members data base 
at the monthly lun-
cheon and spotlight-
ed for the upcoming 
month.

This randomly 
drawn business will 
have the opportu-
nity to showcase 
themselves through 
the Grand Rapids 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce network 
and newsletter with 
added exposure and 
marketing.

This program is 
intended to provide a 
special way to thank 
all of the businesses 
and individuals who 
support the Chamber 
Organization’s mis-
sion of advocacy for 
business.

 Ribbon Cutting
Lakeview Behavioral Health 

Lakeview Behavioral Health Opens a New Office To Provide Mental Health 
Services to Greater Minnesota

Grand Rapids, Minnesota, November 18th, 2021 - Lakeview Behavioral 
Health celebrated the opening of their new office with an Open House on No-
vember 18th. The mission of Lakeview Behavioral Health is to help individuals 
in their journey toward recovery.  Their goal is to meet each individual where 
they are in their own unique situation for lasting healing and lifelong recov-
ery. Tom Johnson, CEO of Lakeview Behavioral Health states, “Opening a new 
office will help us reach people in greater Minnesota, which traditionally has 
been an underserved area.”Johnson founded Lakeview Behavioral Health in 
2016 to provide an innovative approach to holistic behavioral health to help 
individuals move forward and improve their circumstances. Lakeview has of-
fices in Grand Rapids and Hibbing. They provide services for clients through-
out Minnesota. For more information call 218.327.2001 or 218.293.4789, 
or visit their website at lakeviewbh.com. From left to right - Jared Harnack, 
APRN, CNP; Tom Johnson, CEO, CNP; Kristina Westerberg, Executive Assis-
tant; Heather Stuber, APRN, CNP. Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors: Jane Shade-  Itasca Community College,  Becky Gilbert – North-
shore Title, Lori Whitted – AmericInn, Lori Gill – UPM Blandin 

Wings ‘N Willows Art Gallery & 
Custom Framing 

is proud to be celebrating 34 years in business!!!  Lin-
da and Tony Budrow purchased the frame shop in 1987 
and have been framing your memories and art ever 
since. We credit our longevity and success to excellent 
customer service and the ability to adapt and grow 
with the changing times.  Wings ‘N Willows provides 
top quality custom framing and is continually updating 
to keep up with trending design styles. Custom fram-
ing is something that needs to be designed in person 
with an experienced, creative designer.  Our team is 
the most experienced in the area and will help you 
choose from hundreds of frame, mat and glass options 
to fit the decor of your home, cabin and office. Be sure 
to stop in with your projects!  In addition to custom 
framing we have expanded the giftware portion of the 
shop to include an interesting mix of local artistry, can-
dles, pottery, wood carvings, lighting and even Alpaca 
socks! They’re even warmer than wool, try them, you’ll 
love them! There has been talk of retirement but at this 
point I still love what I’m doing!  So we’ll see where it 
goes from here.

We would like to thank each and every one of our 
customers for supporting us through the last 34 years.  
Especially this challenging past year! You are the rea-
son we are still here!!! Wings ‘N Willows Art Gallery & 
Custom Framing is located at 8 NW 3rd St. in the his-
toric McAlpine Building in beautiful downtown Grand 
Rapids.  Stop by to enjoy a great shopping experience 
at the surrounding unique shops on 3rd Street. Our 
hours are M-F 10-5 and S 10-3 or extended hours by 
appointment.  218-327-1649

“Join the Chamber for your chance to be premiered . The Chamber of Commerce works to help you create 
jobs and helps to solve business problems. Make sure you support your chamber, 

because they are supporting you.”
Call Kerry Larsen at 218-326-6619 or email kerry@grandmn.com

2022 Swap Meet 
July 29 - 31, 2022
Friday July 29th, 3pm -7pm
Saturday July 30, 8am - 6pm
Sunday July 31, 8am - 3pm

3 day inside vendor space 
paid by May 15, 2022 - $50

3 day outside vendor space 
paid by May 15, 2022 - $40

3 day inside vendor space 
paid after May 15, 2022 - $60

3 day inside vendor space 
paid after May 15, 2022 - $50

3 day Car Corral - $40 per 
space

*All spaces are dependent upon availablity 

Check the website for more info or email 

Nicole@grandmn.com

Announcing 2022 Board Members

Vice Chair
  Jodi Piekarski   Minnesota Power
Treasurer
  Melissa Swenson Members Cooperative Credit Union
Past Chair  
  Roy Smith   IRRR
One Year Term
  Tami Kottke   Rapids Radip
  Scott Juidici   UPM Blandin Paper Co.
  Leigh Lonson   Grand Rapids GM
  Tami Zaun   Lake Country Power
Two Year Term
  Nick Hansen   Itasca County YMCA
  Roger Hoyum   JDI Contracts
  Trent Janezich   Advanced MN
  Randy Ott   Waste Management
  Michelle Rodenberg Edward Jones-Michelle Rodenberg

Thank You!
The Chamber would like to give a big thank you to our outgoing 

Board members: Cassi Chrzanowski with Grand Itasca, Laura Kircher 
with Enbridge, Davis Marty with the school district and Melissa Roberts 
with Patriot Real Estate Group.


