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The Voice of Business for MayThe Voice of Business for May
May 9, 2022 Luncheon

This month’s

 Customer Service Award 
Liam Clemens at Super One North

Explore Minnesota Tourism Update

This month’s Customer Service Award winner: Liam Clemens at 
Super One North in Grand Rapids. Congratulations on your great 
customer service. Liam is an asset to our community, and was 
nominated for going above and beyond!  

If you would like to nominate someone for this honor, please 
email Kerry@grandmn.com 
 Pictured:  Liam Clemens From Super One North

Where:
Timberlake Lodge 
Hotel

Time:
11:45 a.m.
Buffet lunch, 
12:00 pm Luncheon
begins.

Cost: 
$15.00 members 
$20.00 nonmembers 

RSVP required:
218- 326-6619
or email 
nicole@grandmn.
com no later
than 
May 3, 2022
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Visit Grand Rapids, Inc. is a destination marketing organization whose mission is to 
generate a positive economic impact through destination marketing, and tourism and 
hospitality advocacy in the greater Grand Rapids, MN area. VGR was started in 1985 
when the state of Minnesota lodging tax was adopted. Visit Grand Rapids has two staff, Megan Christianson (Executive Direc-
tor) and Lilly Smith (Marketing Coordinator) and is overseen by an eight member Board of Directors: Kris Ives - President (Tim-
berlake Lodge & Grand Hospitality), Lewis Kellin - Vice President (Hotel Rapids and Lake & Co Loft), Dan Tembreull-Secretary/
Treasurer (Nevaeh Properties), Adam Lambrecht-Past President (Rising Eagle Resort), Brett Skyles (Itasca County), Grant Prokop 
(Thousand Lakes Sporting Goods), Tim Oxborough (Sugar Lake Lodge) and Jeff Johns (Forest History Center and Minnesota 
Historical Society). Visit Grand Rapids primary focus is destination marketing which is funded by lodging tax collected by thirty-
two greater Grand Rapids, MN area Hotels/Motels, B&B, Air B&B, Resorts, and Vacation Rentals. For more information check out 
their website: www.visitgrandrapids.com.

Join us as Lauren Bennet McGinty, Executive Director for 
Explore MN Toursim provides an update for us.

As the state’s tourism promotion office, Explore Minnesota 
works to inspire consumers and facilitate travel to and with-
in Minnesota while pursuing an entrepreneurial approach 
and leveraging the state’s tourism investment with increased 
involvement by the private sector. A council of tourism indus-
try representatives connects Explore Minnesota with tourism 
businesses and organizations throughout the state. Tourism 
is a key sector of the state’s economy.

The Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce Workforce Committee, received notification, that we have 
been awarded a $100,000 grant from the MN Department of Labor and Industry. 
The grant process was extremely competitive, and it was a complete team effort in collaboration with the 
IASC Career Pathways team. 
The funds will enable us to grow the number of students in the manufacturing sector with paid internships. 
This is one example of how your Chamber is working hard to address the workforce issues.

Department of Labor and Industry announces 2022 Youth Skills Training grant recipients
Eleven partnerships across Minnesota will receive funding to develop and implement programs to offer meaningful career exposure and paid work experience 
for students 16 years of age and older.
The grants are part of a Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry’s (DLI’s) Youth Skills Training program that was signed into law in 2017 with bipartisan 
support to create and provide employment training for student learners ages 16 and older in high-growth, high-demand occupations.
“Working with these partners gives us the opportunity to support workforce development in a unique and specific way that meets the community and em-
ployers’ needs,” said Roslyn Robertson, DLI commissioner.
Youth Skills Training grants will be awarded to the following 11 partnerships, which will receive and split $1 million in funding. The partnerships will offer safe, 
meaningful work experience in advanced manufacturing, agriculture, automotive, health care and information technology.

Bemidji Career Academies, Chisago Lakes High School, East Grand Forks High School, Forest Lake Area High School, Genesys Works Twin Cities
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, Mankato Area Public Schools, Milaca High School, Otter Tail County, Roseville Area High School
Spark-Y Youth Action Labs

Grants can be used to create programs, recruit students and employers, provide training, transport students and pay for student certifications. Thirty-two local 
partnerships throughout the state applied for this fifth round of grants; a sixth round of grant applications will open in winter 2022.



F2 CHAMBER NEWSLETTER HeraldReview   |   www.grandrapidsmn.com   |   Sunday, April 1, 2022

This Month’s Business Spotlight Recipient:

Twelve times per 
year, a Chamber 
Members Business in 
good standing, will 
be randomly drawn 
from the Chamber 
Members database 
at the monthly lun-
cheon, and spotlight-
ed for the upcoming 
month.

This randomly 
drawn business will 
have the opportu-
nity to showcase 
themselves through 
the Grand Rapids 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce network 
and newsletter with 
added exposure, and 
marketing.

This program is 
intended to provide a 
special way to thank 
all of the businesses 
and individuals who 
support the Chamber 
organization’s mis-
sion of advocacy for 
business.

Join the Chamber for your chance to be premiered. The Chamber of Commerce works to help you create jobs, 
and helps to solve business problems. Make sure you support your Chamber, because they are supporting you.

Call Kerry Larsen at 218-326-6619 or email kerry@grandmn.com

2022 Swap Meet 
July 29 - 31, 2022
Friday July 29th, 
3pm -7pm
Saturday July 30, 
8am - 6pm
Sunday July 31, 
8am - 3pm

3 day inside vendor space 
paid by May 15, 2022 - $50
3 day outside vendor 
space paid by May 15, 
2022 - $40

3 day inside vendor space 
paid after May 15, 2022 - 
$60
3 day outside vendor space 
paid after May 15, 2022 - 
$50

President & CEO: Mark Rudolph

Membership & Tourism Coordinator: Kerry Larsen

Administrative Asst & Finance Coordinator: Nicole Franzone 

Information Center Coordinator: Stacia Rom

One NW Third Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 -- 218-326-6619 -- www.grandmn.com --

Muah Salon & Spa is very excited to be celebrating our one year anniversary in our new location in Pokegama Plaza! Previous 
location for over 8 years was in the downtown business district that was demolished for the new county jail project. It was bitter 
sweet to learn we would be moving with the announcement of the new jail but so many amazing things have developed out of 
our relocation. Kari Banovetz-McNiff is the owner of Muah Salon & Spa since 2013, previously owning a salon in her hometown of 
Ely, Mn she has 20 years experience in the beauty industry and salon ownership . My business and salon team has had amazing 
changes, growth, and continues to do so at a prodigious pace. Owner Kari and her husband Jason spent the better part of 2020 
planning and then execution of the new salon space that was opened May 2021. 

The new space is a luxurious industrial glam vibe, that hopes customers feel pampered and have a top quality experience. The 
new space has allowed Muah Salon & Spa to expand its staff as well as services offered, specialized services that include hair 
extensions, lash extensions, a brand new fully automated mystic KISS spray tan booth, hair colors, haircuts, manicure & pedicure 
services, massage, teeth whitening and more. We have a large retail offering of trendy hair care products, body care, candles and 
carry two Minnesota made cbd product lines. 

Muah Salon & Spa always strives to keep up to date on industry trends and invests in education to allow stylists to progress in 
their skills. In the upcoming year we hope to expand our retail to include some boutique merchandise as well as additional ser-
vices. Muah Salon & Spa is so thankful to our amazing customers that have supported us for over 8 years and can’t wait to wel-
come new guests into our beautiful new space! 

1247 S Pokegama Ave, 1247 S Pokegama Ave, 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-999-5200218-999-5200

Itasca County Public Health
1209 SE 2nd Ave Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-327-2941    800-422-0312

Epilepsy Foundation of MN
1600 University Ave W, Suite 300
St. Paul, MN 55104   218-624-1330

Boulder Tap House
1001 S. Pokegama Ave, Suite E
Grand Rapids, MN 55744  218-999-0211

SND Appliances
417 NW 1st Ave. Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-999-7341

Forest Lake Motel
1215 NW 4th Street Grand Rapids, MN 
55744     218-326-6609

Bobcat’s Lunchbox
205 SW 32nd Street 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-301-7221

T-Mobile
105 SW 23rd St., Suite C
Grand Rapids, MN 55744     

    507-933-5482

Northern Star Coop
105 Main Ave NW
PO box 458
Deer River, MN 56636
(218) 246-2110

Swan River Red Eye
14301 State Hwy 65
Swan River, MN 55784
218-492-4512

Kona Ice of Itasca County
1101 SW 8th Street
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-360-3999

Singing Chihuahua Taco Trailer
49001 CR 37, Deer River MN,  56636
218-398-7975

Years
1902-2022

120

Be a part of this commemorative year
by becoming an individual member at
the special membership rate of $120 

 
Please call or email Kerry Larsen, Membership &
Tourism Coordinator for details and exclusions.

218-326-6619/ Kerry@grandmn.com


