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Government Affairs Committee
2027 Legislative Priorities

Committee Purpose: To ensure Chamber members are informed, engaged, and represented on local, state, and national issues that impact our region’s economy and quality of life.
Advocate for policies that strengthen economic development, business growth, and private-sector competitiveness, including responsible state and local tax policy, limiting government cost shifts, encouraging private investment and business expansion, and growing the regional tax base.

Advocate for policies and initiatives that strengthen workforce recruitment and retention, including housing and childcare availability. 

Advocate for the long-term sustainability of rural healthcare providers and access to care, including adequate Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement, equitable rural healthcare funding and infrastructure, and administrative and regulatory challenges.

Advocate in favor of Northern Minnesota’s natural resources and visitor economy, including forestry and emerging forest industries, ferrous and nonferrous mining, tourism and outdoor recreation, energy development and generation, and responsible public land and forest management.

Advocate for predictable and efficient environmental permitting and regulatory processes that support economic growth while maintaining environmental stewardship, including appropriate updates to sulfate regulations affecting manufacturing and municipalities.

Support modifications to labor and employment laws that balance employee benefits with business sustainability, staffing needs, operating costs, and employer flexibility, including Paid Family and Medical Leave and other employment mandates.

Support rural education initiatives including equitable funding across the education spectrum, including K-12 and rural post-secondary education. 

Support improvements and investment in transportation, freight movement, and critical infrastructure that strengthen commerce, workforce mobility, healthcare access, and regional economic competitiveness, including state bonding, the Range Gateway Coalition, and other regional transportation initiatives.

Monitor on-going management of School Trust Lands and minerals to provide maximum benefit for education.

Monitor and provide input on Highway 2/Highway 169 and other significant local and regional infrastructure projects that may affect businesses, transportation, development, or community access.

Monitor UP/NS railway developments and other issues affecting freight movement and regional transportation.

Represent the collective business voice with elected officials and policymakers.

Review and make recommendations on the Minnesota Chamber’s 2027 Legislative Policy Positions, including State Chamber Federation initiatives.

Maintain contact with legislators, providing input on issues relevant to the Chamber and its members.

Participate in virtual meetings with the Minnesota Chamber Federation during the legislative session.

Host forums, educational programs, informational meetings, and legislative luncheons, as needed, to keep Chamber members informed on local, state, and national policy issues.
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